FORESTRY 


An urban forestry program can be developed or 
improved in nearly all Florida communities because 
good trees are civic assets of great value, and worthy of 
proper management. Trees add character to our towns 
and cities, and when both beauty and property values 
are considered, trees are usually recognized as a 
community resource to be cherished. 

Almost all Florida towns and cities are blessed with 
trees in parks, on public grounds and along streets. The 
question is how can YOUR community take better care 
of its “urban forest” at a reasonable cost? 

Many of Florida’s larger cities have a forestry 
department to handle tree management activities - 
planting, tree trimming, maintenance and tree removal. 
These cities recognize that urban tree management - 
URBAN FORESTRY - is important. Our smaller, more 
rural communities recognize tree values, too, but few 
have an on-going forestry program. Smaller 
communities are usually technically and financially 
unable to do the level of tree management work they 
would like to do. 

This publication will help your community develop a 
more effective and economical tree management 
program. It also explains the urban forestry technical 
assistance available to all Florida communities from the 
Florida Division of Forestry. 
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Why Be Concerned 
About Trees? 

• Because trees are a dominant landscape feature 
in the community. A community rich in trees has a 
character and personality of its own. 

• Because trees improve air quality. Trees 
precipitate dust and other particulate airborne 
pollutants from the air. In addition, it has been 
estimated that one large healthy tree produces 
sufficient oxygen for the daily needs of 18 adults. 

• Because trees are an invaluable psychological 
counterpoint to the man-made harshness of the 
urban and suburban setting. 

• Because trees increase the value of property. 
They have an actual dollars-and-cents value that is 
recognized by real estate appraisers, foresters, tree 
nurserymen and others. Trees are an investment 
that should be protected. 

• Because trees dramatically lower energy 
demands for residential heating and cooling. 

• Because trees effectively lower noise levels. A 
100-foot wide buffer strip of trees along a heavily 
traveled highway can mean a six to eight decibel 
reduction in the level of traffic noise. 



A County Forester is available to assist your community with the 
identification and control of insect and disease problems. 


Does Your Community 
Manage Its Trees? 

You may discover that there is already a management plan or 
policy for taking care of your community’s trees. There may be a 
tree ordinance which controls street tree planting and other tree 
management activities. Also, a designated community offical, 
department or commission may already be responsible for public 
tree management. 

Many times, civic clubs, garden clubs or service organizations 
in your community have started tree planting projects which 
(after a good beginning) have fallen by the wayside. Why did this 
happen? 

You may know residents who remember past plans for tree 
planting and beautification. These earlier plans can be very 
useful in laying the groundwork for a new and improved tree 
management program, and perhaps in assessing the long term 
effects of previous plantings. 

If your community has a tree management program, is it 
effective and economical? Do you know what it should be 
accomplishing? Is it time to re-evaluate your program? 

What Is Good 
Tree Management? 

It’s hard to describe such a broad concept as good tree 
management in a few words. Ask yourself the following 
questions about the trees in your community and some tree 
management concepts should become a little clearer to you: 

1 . Do we know what kind of trees we are growing in 
our community? 

2. Do we know how to identify and correct the 
insect, disease and man-caused problems that 
affect our particular trees? 

3. Do we have an inventory of our trees to show us 
where our problems and needs are? 

4. What are our trees worth? 

5. Are we planting the right trees in the right places? 

6. Can we knowledgeably answer public inquiries 
about trees? 

7. Do we have a community tree protection 
ordinance? 

8. Are we getting high quality tree trimming, 
maintenance, and removal work for the dollars we 
invest? 

9. Do we know what our priority tree management 
needs are? 

10. What would our community be like without 
trees? 

11. Do we have a systematic planting program for 
replacement of trees? 



Help For Your Community: 

The Division of Forestry’s Urban Assistance Program 


The law: In 1971, an environmentally conscious Florida 
legislature recognized a need to extend cooperative forestry 
assistance to municipalities and urban areas. In response, 
legislators amended Florida’s County Forestry Law. A portion of 
the amended Law follows: 

CHAPTER 589.28 FS “County commissions or 
municipalities authorized to cooperate with Division 
of Forestry. County commissioners or municipalities are 
authorized to cooperate with the Division of Forestry of the 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services in providing 
assistance in forestry and forest-related knowledge and skills to 
stimulate the production of timber wealth and to improve the 
beauty of urban and suburban areas by helping to create in 
them an attractive and healthy environment through the proper 
use of trees and related plant associations ..." 


How it works: A forester is available to work with your 
community in planning and managing your “urban forest.” 
Efficient urban tree management will allow your community to do 
a better job of: 


• tree selection and planting. 

• tree selection and planting. 

• tree trimming or pruning. 

• tree protection during construction. 

• tree propagation. 

• wood residue utilization. 

• tree management planning and budgeting. 

• tree management education and training. 


The objective: The objective of the Florida Division of 
Forestry’s efforts in urban areas is “to provide the services of a 
professional forester, to assist and advise urban communities in 
planning, and to assist in the establishment and management of 
trees and plant associations to enhance the beauty and livibility 
of the urban environment.” 



Wood residues from local landfill sites can be chipped and composted to 
provide an economical soil additive for city trees. 


Important Questions 


• How can a tree management program be used to 
bring special attention, recognition and increased 
business activity to your community? 

• How can you develop a tree management 
program with public support that can compete 
favorably for local revenue with other community 
service and protection programs? 

• What construction projects or other capital 
improvement programs will affect trees in your 
community? Are trees being considered in these 
projects and programs? Are trees part of the design 
plan? Remember that protecting existing trees is as 
important as planting new ones. 

• How can your community turn landfill brush and 
wood residues into a valuable resource? 

• What tree work should be contracted and what 
could your community employees do themselves if 
they were properly trained and equipped? 


A county forester can provide answers and help 
local government tailor a tree management plan to 
specific community needs. 






Starting A Good Urban Forestry Program 


Here are some steps to help you start a good urban forestry 
program. Don’t hesitate to seek technical assistance from the 
Division of Forestry early in the planning process. 

Prepare a tree protection ordinance. This provides the 
legal basis for community tree management activities. It should 
assign responsibility for the tree program to a community 
administrator, department, board or tree commission. 

Many benefits derive from a tree ordinance. For example, tree 
species planted on public property can be controlled and 
guidelines can be established for “planting the right tree in the 
right place.” A reasonable, practical and enforceable ordinance 
should be the first step in developing a long range tree 
improvement program. 
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Examples of tree ordinances from other Florida cities and 
counties may be obtained from the Division of Forestry. A 
County Forester is available to assist in drafting your 
community’s tree ordinance. 

Conduct a tree inventory to gather information about tree 
diversity, locations, conditions, maintenance and removal needs 
and areas needing planting. This will result in more effective 
work-planning and budgeting. 

A tree inventory will: 

1 . Provide a complete record of all city trees. 

2. Provide a basis for tree work records, work load projections 
and budgeting. 

3. Provide a basis for developing a tree-trimming cycle. 

4. Help develop a tree planting schedule. 

5. Determine the number, species and location of trees to be 
planted. 

6. Provide a basis for determining survival rates for newly 
planted trees. 

7. Identify immediate tree removal and tree maintenance 
needs. 

8. Put maintenance on an individual tree basis. 

9. Provide information for quick answers to citizens’ tree 
questions. 

A County Forester is available to assist your community 
with its tree inventory needs. 


Institute an Urban Forestry plan. A County 
Forester can develop a tree management plan based upon 
inventory data and your community needs. Such a plan will 
specify objectives, needs and priorities in the areas of tree 
propagation, tree removal, maintenance, planting, etc. Available 
funds can then be directed more effectively toward the 
community’s greatest needs. A continually updated plan will be 
an effective tool for determining expenditures and work priorities. 

A tree management plan will include objectives for tree 
management publicity and promotion in the community. For 


example, annual Arbor Week activities could be recommended 
such as a “Tree Festival,” and themes such as “Trees for 
People” could be developed to educate residents about tree 
values and encourage their involvement and participation in tree 
management programs. 

A County Forester can help plan these public awareness 
activities and furnish educational materials. 

Prepare tree work standards and specifications for 

tree management work to be done in your community. Good 
standards and specifications are the basis for consistent and 
high quality tree management work. This will be important 
whether you use tree service contractors or your own personnel. 

At the same time, employees should be trained to recognize 
both good and bad tree maintenance practices. This will allow 
them to develop and understand tree work standards and 
specifications and to check tree work performances. 

County Foresters and County Extension Agents are 
available to train your community employees through tree 
maintenance clinics and workshops. 

Develop a tree management library for your 
community offices. Reference books and bulletins are available 
from the Florida Division of Forestry and the Cooperative 
Extension service. 

Try to have community trees inspected during the 
spring and summer months to detect insect, disease or other 
problems that might require control. 


Have Arbor Day proclaimed by community officials with 
appropriate ceremonies and have a commemorative tree 
planting project in your community each year. 



A community street tree inventory will provide information about tree 
species, conditions, tree maintenance and removal needs. It will also 
identify areas that need planting. 






Additional Assistance 
And More Information 

The Florida Division of Forestry of the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services provides tree management 
planning services to cities and counties in Florida that do not 
have a full-time forestry staff. Call your local Division of Forestry 
District Office* for information on the Division’s cooperative 
assistance program in urban forestry. 

The Florida Cooperative Extension Service (IFAS) can provide 
educational material on tree selection, care and maintenance. 
Extension offices can be found in every Florida county.Call your 
local County Extension office for access to forestry specialists at 
the University of Florida. 

Several consulting foresters and consulting arborists offer tree 
management assistance to communities on a fee basis. They 
can be contacted directly or through the Division of Forestry or 
Cooperative Extension Service. 

Landscape nurserymen, tree growers, landscape contractors, 
landscape architects and horticultural experts are available to 
help communities with planting and landscaping programs. 

The city foresters and arborists in Florida’s larger cities are 
usually willing to discuss tree management problems with other 
cities and communities. Remember, however, that these 
professionals have a primary responsibility to the city that 
employs them. You may have to call them or visit them at their 
office. 

Nearby communities may have tree management problems 
similar to your own. Perhaps you can help each other in 
developing tree management programs. 


Tallahassee 

Division of Forestry 

Collins Building 

Tallahassee, Florida 32304 

Ocala 

P. O. Box 1569 

Ocala, Florida 32670 

* Addresses of District Offices: 

Bunnell 

Milton 

Route 1 Box 20-F 

1025 Old Bagdad Hwy. S.W. 

Milton, Florida 32570 

Bunnell, Florida 32010 

Bonifay 

Brooksville 

Route 3 Box 280-D 

7275 U S. 41 North 

Bonifay, Florida 32425 

Brooksville, Florida 33512 

Panama City 

Orlando 

715 West 15th Street 

8431 S. Orange Blossom Trail 

Panama City, Florida 32401 

Orlando, Florida 32809 

Tallahassee 

Lakeland 

1214 Tower Drive 

5745 S. Florida Avenue 

Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

Lakeland, Florida 33803 

Perry 

Bradenton 

P. O. Drawer 1119 

4723 53rd Avenue, East 

Perry, Florida 32347 

Bradenton, Florida 33508 

Lake City 

Okeechobee 

Route 7 Box 35 

Route 2 Box 200 

Lake City, Florida 32055 

Okeechobee, Florida 33472 

Jacksonville 

Ft. Myers 

8719 W. Beaver Street 

Route 14 Box 258 

Jacksonville, Florida 32220 

Tice, Florida 33905 

Qainesvllle 

Ft. Lauderdale 

1600 N.E. 23rd Avenue 

3315 S. W. College Avenue 

Gainesville, Florida 32601 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33314 



County Foresters are available to assist builders and developers with tree 
protection during construction. 

Urban Tree Programs 
Revenue Sources 

Cities rely most heavily on local funding for tree care programs, 
with limited funding from other sources. The most frequent 
source of local funding is the general property tax. 

Manpower through the Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Act (CETA) is available for tree management activities, 
and many cities are now availing themselves of this program. 
These funds have been successfully used by local government 
for large-scale planting, trimming and tree removal projects. 

Matching Federal funds (50/50) are available from the Land 
and Water Conservation Program (now administered by the 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service) for acquisition of 
certain ecologically important areas which can be used for public 
outdoor recreation and urban greenbelts. 

For additional information on possible sources of grant funds, 
contact your community grantsman, your county planning 
department, regional planning council or the technical 
assistance sources listed in this publication. 
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Do You Live In 
‘Tree City, USA?’ 

The National Arbor Day Foundation is recognizing 
communities across America that meet standards of the Tree 
City - USA program. Tree City - USA is designed to recognize 
communities that are effectively managing their tree resources. 

To be eligible for a Tree City-USA award, a community must: 

1 . Have a legally constituted tree body (department, board, 
commission or other authority) charged with the responsibility of 
developing and administering a comprehensive community tree 
program. 

2. Have an ordinance that regulates tree planting, 
maintenance and removal on public property, in accordance with 
accepted forestry principles. 

3. Have an active, comprehensive community forestry 
program supported by a minimum of $1 per capita public funds, 
exclusive of donations of labor and money. 

4. Have a formal Arbor Day proclamation by community 
officials, and a public commemorative tree planting on Arbor Day 
each year. 

These standards were established so that Tree City awards 
could be made to communities with working forestry programs. 
The award is not given just for pretty trees, but for a program that 
uses trees to produce a healthy, beautiful environment. 

Some Florida cities which have received the Tree City - USA 
award include Winter Park, Ft. Lauderdale and Orlando. 

Tree City - USA applications can be obtained by writing to: 

Forest Education Bureau 
Florida Division of Forestry 
Collins Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 32304 


Urban Forestry For 
Florida Communities 


An active, comprehensive Urban Forestry program can make 
your community eligible to be Tree City, USA. 


A forester is available to assist you with the planning and 
management of the “urban forest” within your community. 


Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Division of Forestry 

Doyle Conner, Commissioner John M. Bethea, Director 

This document was promulgated at a cost of $1,210.50 or $.61 per 
copy for 2,000 copies to help Florida communities plan and implement 
Urban Forestry Programs. F78G25 






















